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President Lai Ching-te Urges the Fortification of a Robust and Adaptive Disas-
ter Response System; Saluting the Fearless — Honoring the Exemplars of the 2024
Phoenix Awards in Firefighting and Rescue Volunteerism
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The Phoenix Award, the most illustrious honor conferred upon Taiwan’s firefighting personnel,
was commemorated in a formal ceremony hosted by the Ministry of the Interior on the afternoon
of January 14, 2025. A distinguished assembly—including Premier Cho Jung-t’ai, Minister of the
Interior Liu Shih-fang, and Director-General of the Fire Agency Hsiao Huan-chang—was present
to extend their felicitations. A day prior, on January 13, President Lai Ching-te convened a special
audience with the 74 awardees, lauding their unwavering commitment to safeguarding lives and
fortifying disaster resilience. He underscored the imperative of unifying national resources to
bolster Taiwan’s disaster preparedness infrastructure, advocating for the systematic enhancement
of training facilities, the rigorous refinement of professional firefighting acumen, and the
procurement of state-of-the-art equipment to replace aging rescue vehicles. He exhorted the
Phoenix Award honorees to coalesce with governmental forces in the pursuit of an unparalleled,
fortified emergency response network.
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